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With the rising awareness of saving water in recent years, 57% of people use leftover bath water
for laundry. However, leftover bath water used for laundry sometimes emits objectionable odor.
Bacteria seem to be the cause of the odor. The focus of this study was zeolite, which is a water
softener contained in synthetic detergents. Zeolite that supported metal ions possessed antibacterial
properties. Zeolite supporting metal ions was mixed with a detergent to study laundry. As a result,
washed cloth obtained antibacterial properties. In other words, clothing acquired a semi-permanent
antibacterial effect. The detergent that contained zeolite supporting metal ions also showed a high
antibacterial effect on washing water.
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